
       

 

 
 
Graduate Course Number:  7990A 
 
Course Title:  ACDA National Conference: A Retrospective 
 
Days/Times of Class Meetings:  Conference in Cincinnati.  February 22-25, 2023 
 
Number of Credits for the course:  1 graduate credit 
 
Instructor with phone number, email address, and office hours:   
Dr. Robert L. Sinclair   rsinclair@vandercook.edu   773.636.1396 
Available during the conference for questions and pre or post conference Wednesday or Friday 1-3 
pm. 
     
“This Syllabus is a general outline of the course and is subject to change upon notification to the 
students during a regular class session.” 
 

Student Engagement Statement:  Participants must attend 12.5 hours of clinics, concerts, and 
sessions as well as submitting appropriate supporting materials and discussion write-ups to earn 
one graduate credit. All materials and discussions must be completed by March 30, 2023. 
 

Course Description:  Make the most of your experience at the National ACDA Conference! 
VanderCook is offering ACDA members the opportunity to earn one semester hour of graduate 
credit attending clinic sessions and concerts at this year’s conference. Prior to or on the first day of 
the conference, those taking this course for credit will create a learning schedule for their time at 
the conference and discuss in writing what they want to see, learn, and hear while at the 
conference.  Following the conference, students will upload copies of all handouts, concert 
programs and other supporting materials to our online learning platform, Schoology. In addition, 
students will submit written responses summarizing and critiquing all sessions and concerts 
attended. Participants must attend 12.5 hours of clinics, concerts, and sessions to earn one graduate 
credit. All materials and discussions must be completed by March 30, 2023. 

Student Learning Outcomes Outcomes Assessments 

Students will demonstrate the ability to: 
1. Discuss a variety of educational 
approaches 
2. Describe why they use the educational 
approaches they use 
 

Collection of program samples 
Submission of materials to support 
conclusions drawn in written materials.  

 
 

 
Program-Level Outcomes Addressed:   

• Students will explore more deeply the culturally and historically important aspects of 
music, musicians, and composers throughout the world and across time. 

• Students will develop new approaches to the praxis of teaching by learning about, 
experiencing, and using best practice techniques as borne out in proven traditional 
practices and those demonstrated as effective through current research. 
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Course Requirements and Assessment:   
Course Exit Requirement: PLEASE READ THIS SECTION CAREFULLY!  
An E-Binder consisting of reflections summarizing and critiquing all clinics, sessions, and concerts 
attended must be completed. You should include copies of all handouts, programs, and any other 
supporting materials. The assignment should be uploaded to Schoology, VanderCook’s online 
learning platform, by March 30, 2023 for evaluation and grading.  
 
Wayde Fong, Assistant Director of IT, will email Schoology login credentials to each registered 
participant near the beginning of the conference. Please email Wayde at wfong@vandercook.edu 
for Schoology information or for login help.  
 
Guidelines for E-Binder  
The E-Binder is an electronic document that includes the following:  

• Cover page  
• Table of contents  
• Scans of or links to handouts  
• Program covers  
• Your written notes  

 
Each session, concert, or clinic should be summarized in a 1 to 2-page document. Each summary 
should include specific details about the areas in your own teaching you want to develop or 
improve. Compare your expectations and professional goals to what you actually learned. This 
document should demonstrate sufficient depth of thought and an opportunity to transfer the 
information observed/learned.  

• All summaries and reflections must be written, typed, and neatly formatted in a manner 
befitting graduate credit. No hand-written work will be accepted.  
• Full sentences and correct grammar and spelling are required.  
• Notes taken during clinics and concerts may be included however, detailed narratives are 
expected for summaries and reflections.  
• All handouts and supporting materials must be included. 

 
National ACDA Conference: Cincinnati, OH February 22-25, 2023 
 
Candidate Conduct 

“An important part of VanderCook’s Conceptual Framework and Candidate Dispositions 
and Outcomes is the focus on professionalism and character.  Specific descriptors 
include participation as well as attendance, flexibility in the face of changing 
circumstances and institutional needs, the commitment to continual personal 
development, self-reflection and growth, respect for the academic community and the 
individuals and resources of that community, and behavior, speech and dress that is 
appropriate and respectful in the educational environment.  Failure to observe 
standards of professional behavior may result in referral to the Standards Committee 
and/or the appropriate dean.  Consistent concerns in this area will have an impact on 
successful completion of the program.”  
 
 

 



       

 

Health and Safety 
VanderCook College of Music is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for study 
and work.  Basic information regarding the maintenance of health and safety within the contexts of 
practice, performance, teaching and listening is provided throughout the academic year.  Health and 
safety information specific to this course will be addressed.  It is the responsibility of each 
individual musician to take an active role in making informed decisions to help maintain their own 
health and safety. 

Academic Honesty 
“Candidates are expected to maintain the highest standards of integrity in their academic work.  
Failure to do so will jeopardize a candidate’s success in the program.  Examples of academic 
dishonesty include: 

● Presenting another’s words, music, or concepts as your own by failing to acknowledge or 
properly cite the source. 

● Communicating or receiving answers or information to/from another in a testing situation. 
● Consulting notes or any other source of answers/information in a testing situation, unless 

the instructor authorizes such access. 
● Making available or accessing tests or quizzes from current or previous classes unless 

explicitly authorized by the instructor. 
● Bringing, by any means, answers or information into a testing situation except as explicitly 

authorized by the instructor. 
● Collaborating or turning in jointly produced work on any test or assignment that is intended 

to reflect individual effort.” 
 
Plagiarism 
“Plagiarism means taking someone else’s words, ideas, data or work and presenting them as your 
own.  This could mean an exact duplication of someone else’s work without proper citation of the 
source, or it could mean you present it with only small changes and do not cite the source.  
Plagiarism can occur in art, music, literature, or technology – really in any area of intellectual work. 
 
All work submitted should be properly credited to the original source of the information or idea 
whether the source is a book, Internet site, article, or any other medium.  In written work, quotation 
marks or block indentations show direct quotations and the source must be cited.  If information 
that is not common knowledge is paraphrased or summarized from a source, that source (including 
websites) must be cited.  Failure to do so in academic assignments represents cheating and carries 
the appropriate penalties. 
 
Copyright compliance is the goal of VanderCook College.  Information to help with clarification of 
what constitutes fair use of copyrighted material, including photocopying, is on permanent reserve 
in the Ruppel Library. 
 
No candidate should expect to receive a passing grade on any test or assignment that reflects 
dishonesty or academic irregularity.  Cheating in any form may result in failure of the class and 
academic expulsion.” 
 
Disability Statement 
“If a student has a disability which might interfere with that student’s ability to function in this 
course it is the responsibility of that student to notify the instructor at the beginning of the course 


