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Teaching and Learning Using GarageBand in the Music Classroom 
Graduate Course Number 7453 - Spring 2023 

Two (2) Credits, Synchronous Course Structure1 

Instructor: Dr. Rick Palese Instructor: Mrs. Amy Palese 
Phone: (312) 505-0282 Phone: (630) 849-4561 
Office Phone: rickpalesedrums@gmail.com Email: amy.palese@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by appointment Office Hours: by appointment 

This syllabus is a general outline of the course and is subject to change upon notification to the students 
during a regular class session. 

Course Description 
GarageBand for Apple macOS and iOS remains an excellent vehicle for teaching music through a digital audio 
workstation (DAW). Music learners can explore composition, arranging, film scoring, podcasting, sound design, 
live recording, and even take piano or guitar lessons with this powerful application. Few other applications can 
match GarageBand’s capacity to introduce students to a deeper understanding of modern music creation and 
provide them with opportunities to perform, connect, and respond to music. Teachers who take this course will 
learn the basics of navigating GarageBand, become proficient with capturing and manipulating sound in a variety 
of ways while using the application, and generate several engaging and educational lessons to implement in the 
secondary music classroom. 

Days/Times of Class Meetings 
Class members and instructors will meet on Zoom for a weekly one-hour chat session. The dates and times for 
sessions will be determined by class consensus within the first days of the term. Students are required to attend 
Zoom sessions.  

Student Engagement Statement (Cell Phone/Computer Policy) 
Students are expected to assist in maintaining a Zoom environment that is conducive to learning for all. Be 
actively engaged in class presentations, activities, and discussions and be present with your colleagues. If you 
taught during COVID times, you might remember what it was like to have Zoom class with your students. Your 
dream was to teach while everyone’s cameras were on, and cell phones/distractions put away. It was a good 
day if students used the chat responsibly and participated generously. Let’s be that class, OK? 

Technology Requirements 
Apple computer running Ventura 13.2.1 and GarageBand 10.4.7 or later required; Apple iPad running iOS 16.2 
or later and GarageBand 2.3.14 also acceptable. Although GarageBand is available on the iPhone and iPod 
Touch, they are not recommended devices for this course. Studio headphones are recommended; however, 
earbuds are also acceptable. The "Logic Remote" app for iPad is also suggested, but not required. 
 

	
1 Each one credit hour earned assumes approximately 3.75 clock hours of work, on average, per week of 
combined in-person learning/chat sessions and independent work/study. For a six-week, two-credit online 
course, students will spend, on average, 7.5 hours per week of combined chat sessions and independent 
work/practice. 
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Student Learning Outcomes Outcomes Assessments 

Students should learn and be able to 
demonstrate: 
• Basic and advanced functions of 

GarageBand (see technology 
requirements above). 

• The ability to customize settings, 
manage projects, and share materials 
created in GarageBand.  

• Skill in utilizing GarageBand functionality 
to manipulate digital audio. 

• How to connect additional equipment to 
GarageBand for recording and creating 
digital audio.  

• Application of GarageBand skills to 
music classroom settings. 

Each week, students will typically be 
responsible for completing required 
activities in a variety of formats: 
 

● Assignments & Final Project 
● Discussions 
● Quizzes 
● Workshops and Video Chat Sessions  

 

Program-Level Outcomes Addressed 
Professionalism in Teaching: Students will demonstrate the ability to reflectively discuss and share teaching 
strategies and best-practices. Candidates will participate in group and character-building activities by 
working alone and with others to explore personal strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats to 
personal and professional growth. Students will demonstrate the ability to: 

1. Discern new uses for information from a variety of course work 
2. Reflectively discuss their teaching and ways to enhance it 

Excellence in Music: Students will demonstrate the ability to apply newly acquired techniques and perform a 
variety of music in different genres and styles. 
Strength in Character: Students will discuss a variety of teaching methods and educational approaches, 
considering the varying needs and abilities of their students. Candidates will develop new approaches to the 
praxis of teaching by learning about, experiencing, and using best practice techniques as borne out in 
proven traditional practices and those demonstrated as effective through current research. Students will 
demonstrate the ability to: 

1. Discuss a variety of educational approaches 
2. Describe why particular educational approaches are chosen for use 
3. Choose and apply new approaches to the teaching praxis. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 
Readings & Video Tutorials. There is no required text for this course. All reading and video content will be 
delivered using Schoology. Read assigned texts and watch assigned video tutorials. Complete individual 
written discussions (see Writing Assignments) and share ideas (see Workshops) related to the prompt. 

Writing Assignments. Complete individual written discussion related to assigned reading and video 
tutorials. 

Workshops. Write a written response, share ideas, or present audio sound files demonstrating various 
GarageBand functionalities to share with the class. 
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Zoom Meetings. Attend and participate in weekly one-hour chat sessions on Zoom. 

Arranging and Composing Assignments. Use new skills demonstrating specific functions of GarageBand 
to arrange and compose music. In these assignments, students will use loops, pre-recorded digital 
audio files, and even record vocals or play instruments creating music.  

Instrumental Performance. In this class, we will treat GarageBand much like an instrument. If you can 
“play” GarageBand, you can teach it. We believe that the deeper you understand the application, the 
more creative you will be in applying it in your work. The main objective of this course is to provide you 
with an in-depth, sequenced approach to exploring and learning all what GarageBand has to offer. 

Quizzes. Pass a quiz specific to preliminary and foundational principles of using GarageBand. 

Final Project. Students will choose from a menu of options for the final project, demonstrating 
competency of the course and topics discussed. 

Grading Breakdown 
It is expected that each student completes all assignments with competence and accuracy. 
✓+ Work was completed with superior competency and accuracy (generally ≥ 90%) 
✓ Work was completed with competency and accuracy (generally ≥ 80%) 
Redo Indicates an opportunity to redo an assignment 
- Work was not completed adequately or did not meet criteria for competency (generally < 80%) 
0 Work was not completed or was turned in late 

Submit and complete assignments by due dates posted in Schoology to receive credit. Late work is 
generally not accepted. You will have three days from the posting of a “Redo” grade to revise your 
assignment or demonstrate competency. Generally, only one redo is allowed per assignment; however, the 
instructors reserve the right to make exceptions in extenuating circumstances. Students who are unable to 
take quizzes and examinations, or present projects on the scheduled date must so inform the instructors in 
advance. If a student fails to give prior notice, they will not be allowed to make-up the assignment (excluding 
emergency situations). 
Final Grades 

A 90% or more of course requirements adequately completed, and criteria met. 
B 80% of course requirements adequately completed, and criteria met. 
C 30% or more of course requirements not adequately completed. 
D 40% or more of course requirements not adequately completed.  
E > 40% of course requirements not adequately completed or incomplete final assignment.  

Instructional Materials & Course Bibliography 
There are required textbooks for this course; however, we encourage you to reference and contribute to the 
Bibliography, Supplemental Texts, Professional Organizations, and Periodicals page found on Schoology. 

Attendance Policy 
The expectation for attendance in this class is the same as that of professional music teachers; perfect, 
punctual, and prepared. Zoom sessions will begin promptly at scheduled times. You should be ready to start 
at this time, meaning that you are logged in and on camera. Of course, we understand that circumstances 
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come up and a rogue software update can derail the best laid plans. We’ve been there. If for any reason you 
are running late, please call or text the instructor(s) as soon as you are able. 
Students are required to attend all Zoom sessions. You should miss no more than one session for any 
reason and expect to earn a passing grade (excluding circumstances such as religious observances2, 
professional responsibilities communicated in advance, or illnesses documented by a doctor’s note). Please 
consider conferences, family events, etc. when planning your semester schedule. Taking responsibility for 
accommodating possible absences before the absence occurs is a practice that we, as instructors, bring to 
our professional endeavors. We expect the same from our students and colleagues. Please communicate 
early and often. If any problems arise, please do not hesitate to contact us (in person, by phone, or by 
messaging). We are happy to meet with you outside of class, in person or via Zoom. 

Candidate Conduct 
An important part of VanderCook’s Conceptual Framework and Candidate Dispositions and Outcomes is the 
focus on professionalism and character. Specific descriptors include participation as well as attendance, 
flexibility in the face of changing circumstances and institutional needs, the commitment to continual 
personal development, self-reflection and growth, respect for the academic community and the individuals 
and resources of that community, and behavior, speech and dress that is appropriate and respectful in the 
educational environment. Failure to observe standards of professional behavior may result in referral to the 
Standards Committee and/or the appropriate dean. Consistent concerns in this area will have an impact on 
successful completion of the program. 

Health and Safety 
VanderCook College of Music is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for study and work. 
Basic information regarding the maintenance of health and safety within the contexts of practice, 
performance, teaching, and listening is provided throughout the academic year. Health and safety 
information specific to this course will be addressed. It is the responsibility of each individual musician to take 
an active role in making informed decisions to help maintain their own health and safety. 

Academic Honesty 
Candidates are expected to maintain the highest standards of integrity in their academic work. Failure to do 
so will jeopardize a candidate’s success in the program. Examples of academic dishonesty include: 

● Presenting another’s words, music, or concepts as your own by failing to acknowledge or properly 
cite the source. 

● Communicating or receiving answers or information to/from another in a testing situation. 
● Consulting notes or any other source of answers/information in a testing situation unless the 

instructor authorizes such access. 
● Making available or accessing tests or quizzes from current or previous classes unless explicitly 

authorized by the instructor. 
● Bringing, by any means, answers, or information into a testing situation except as explicitly 

authorized by the instructor. 
● Collaborating or turning in jointly produced work on any test or assignment that is intended to reflect 

individual effort. 

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism means taking someone else’s words, ideas, data or work and presenting them as your own. This 
could mean an exact duplication of someone else’s work without proper citation of the source, or it could 

	
2 Students should notify instructor(s) in advance that they will miss class to observe a religious holiday. 
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mean you present it with only small changes and do not cite the source. Plagiarism can occur in art, music, 
literature, or technology – really in any area of intellectual work. 
All work submitted should be properly credited to the original source of the information or idea whether the 
source is a book, internet site, article, or any other medium. In written work, quotation marks or block 
indentations show direct quotations, and the source must be cited. If information that is not common 
knowledge is paraphrased or summarized from a source, that source (including websites) must be cited. 
Failure to do so in academic assignments represents cheating and carries the appropriate penalties. 
Copyright compliance is the goal of VanderCook College. Information to help with clarification of what 
constitutes fair use of copyrighted material, including photocopying, is on permanent reserve in the Ruppel 
Library. 
No candidate should expect to receive a passing grade on any test or assignment that reflects dishonesty or 
academic irregularity. Cheating in any form may result in failure of the class and academic expulsion. 

Disability Statement 
If a student has a disability which might interfere with that student’s ability to function in this course, it is the 
responsibility of that student to notify the instructor at the beginning of the course. 
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Teaching and Learning Using GarageBand in the Music Classroom 
Course Calendar - Spring 2023 

This syllabus is a general outline of the course and is subject to change upon notification to the students 
during a regular class session. 

Weekly Plan Deliverables 
March 27-April 2 
Preliminaries: Introductions & Orientation; How 
GarageBand Works; Approaches to Teaching and 
Learning with GarageBand; Routines and 
Procedures for the online classroom. 

_______ Getting to Know You survey  
_______ Introduce Yourself discussion 
_______ GarageBand Design & Layout discussion 

April 3-9 

Creating Song Arrangements: Using prerecorded 
media; Copyright compliance. 

_______ Composing vs. Arranging discussion 
_______ Importing Audio & MIDI; workshop 
_______ Working with Prerecorded Media 
assignment 

April 10-16 

Recording & Live Instrument Techniques: Instrument 
Lessons; Recording Techniques; Podcasting with 
GarageBand. 

_______ Recording in the life of a Musician 
discussion 
_______ Microphone Technique Research workshop 
_______ Recording assignment 

April 17-23 

Editing Audio Regions; Smart Controls. 

______ Editing for Creativity & Utility discussion 
_______ Editing assignment 
_______ Navigation, Prerecorded Media, and 
Recording quiz 
______ Shaping Sound discussion 
_______ Patches workshop 
_______ Smart Controls assignment 
 

April 24-30 

Mixing and Mastering; an overview of GarageBand 
iOS. 

______ Your favorite mixes discussion 
_______ Mixing & Mastering assignment 
_______ Navigation, Prerecorded Media, and 
Recording quiz 
______ Smart Instruments discussion 
_______ Smart Instrument Accompaniments 
assignment 
_______ Advantages & Limitations vs. iOS 
 

May 1-5 
Classroom Application; Advanced Techniques; Final 
Project is due. 
 

______ Curriculum Development Research 
discussion 
_______ Final Project 

The final project for this course is due on Wednesday, May 3 by 11:59 p.m. 

 


