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Thank You
Dear Friend of VanderCook,

We have assembled this report to celebrate and honor 
the many individuals who have supported VanderCook 
College of Music over the past year. Truly, without such 
an outpouring of generosity, VanderCook would not be 
what it is today: A vibrant college alive with music learn-
ing every day, all year round.  It is made possible because 
of the generosity of everyone listed in this booklet. 

Every individual listed herein made a meaningful dif-
ference to the quality of music education offered at 
VanderCook. Some contributed to the ongoing capital 
campaign, moving us a few steps forward in our quest 
to meet the $2.5M challenge made to us by Dr. Keith 
Mardak of the Hal Leonard Corporation. Completing 
this project will be a dream come true for our students 
and alumni. Others supported a scholarship, donated 
an auction item to an event or purchased a ticket to 
the Pops concert. Some spent an afternoon golfing for 
VanderCook while others, like Chuck Sommers, proud 
dad of one of our students, or alumna Lauren Erickson, 
ran in the Chicago Marathon and collected pledges

in support of the college. Everyone helped in their own 
way, and it’s amazing what a difference it made.

On behalf of the trustees, faculty, staff and students of 
the college, a hearty thank you to each and every person 
who gave. VanderCook’s mission of music education is 
as noble today as it was 109 years ago when the college 
was founded. All of us at the college are humbled by 
the realization that it is through the generosity of those 
who care deeply about the legacy of the college that it 
is sustained today. With your support, we will be able to 
pass this wonderful institution on for many generations 
to come. 

Thank you from all of us.

Roseanne K. Rosenthal, Ed.D. 
President 



VanderCook’s Meet the Challenge 
campaign will complete the renova-
tion of an original Mies van der Rohe 
building into the first performing arts 
and music education center in the 
Bronzeville/Bridgeport area in de-
cades. Once completed, VanderCook 
will be able to provide thousands of 
children, students and music teach-
ers with a modern, technology-in-
fused, acoustically satisfying space 
in which to learn, grow and perform. 
Our students – the music teachers of 
tomorrow – deserve nothing less.

As we begin the next phase, we hope 
you are just as excited about this un-
precedented opportunity to continue 
growing VanderCook’s legacy and 
influence. 

Future Plans
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3125 S. FEDERAL ST. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Illustrations courtesy of LCM Architects, 819 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Il

3125 South Federal is an exciting building to redevelop. Converting a space 
offers opportunities for unique and elegant design features, and 3125 has 
no shortage of such opportunities. Train tracks not only add charm and style 
to the space, but also tell of the building’s past as a train repair house. The 
building’s stained glass window wall, industrial beams and grand ceiling 
height make it easy to see why 3125 is the perfect space to meld old and 
new, with graceful nods to the foundational past and an exciting forward 
momentum to our future. 



Who we are
We are students, teachers, musicians and leaders at every stage of career development. This map illustrates the hometowns of 
the approximately 1,400 students who enrolled in a degree program or took a class through the MECA Continuing Education 
program in the 2017-18 academic year. 

Every dot on this map represents a person who earned a bachelor’s or master’s degree from VanderCook.
ALUMNI WORKING IN EVERY STATE IN THE U.S.

CURRENT STUDENTS
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BMEd
IIT
M/Cert
MECA
MMEd



BOard of Trustees

The DR. GEORGE A. QUINLAN sr. CONCERT SEries
INAUGURAL SEASON | SPONSORED BY THE YAMAHA CORPORATION 

Our Board of Trustees is a fundamental part of what is accomplished here at VanderCook. We thank them deeply for the time 
and effort they put into helping further the college’s goals. 

John Huston
  Chairman
George Quinlan Jr.
  Vice Chairman 
David Chernoff
  Secretary
SohYoon Atac

Dr. Mead Killion
Herman Knoll
Irwin Kornfeld
David Mann
Karl Maurer
Christopher Motogawa
Linda Crabtree Powell

Barbara Beach
Liz Dunne
Joan M. Eagle
Saul Friedgood
Dennis Galle
Jon Harris
Hermene Hartman

Steven Sanders 
  Alumni Association 
  Representative, BMEd ‘09
Raymond Spaeth
Chris Sweetland
Frank N. Tsamoutales
Danny K. Wilson

BOSTON BRASS - OCTOBER 26, 2017 JEFF RUPERT - MAY 3, 2018

4 

Jeff Conner, Trumpet
Jose Sibaja, Trumpet

Chris Castellanos, Horn
Domingo Pagliuca, Trombone

Sam Pilafian, Tuba

Some musicians may know of Dr. George A. Quinlan Sr. (1922-2013) as one of the emerging leaders in Chicago’s instrumental 
music education community through the 20th century. Others may know the name because of his musical artistry as a trumpet 
player. Many know the name because of Quinlan & Fabish Music Company, his entrepreneurial brain child.  Everyone whoever 
met or heard about George A. Quinlan Sr. knew that he was devoted to music education and would do all that he was capable 
of doing to assure that he could put a musical instrument into the hands of every child who wanted to play. He believed in the 
transformative power of music education. 

That same spirit is shared by the Yamaha Corporation, which 
is sponsoring the Dr. George A. Quinlan Sr. Concert Series at 
VanderCook. Yamaha aspires to be the #1 leader in support 
of music education and  VanderCook aspires to be the #1 
leader in the education of music teachers, present and future. 
We are immensely grateful to the Yamaha Corporation for 
sponsoring an eminent artist every fall and spring to present a 
workshop and concert at VanderCook in honor of the incredi-
ble legacy of Dr. George A. Quinlan Sr. 

Yamaha Artist, Jeff Rupert

Dr. George Quinlan Sr. and his wife, Lorraine.
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Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (1886-1969) is widely regarded as one of the greatest 
architects of the 20th  century. 

“By emphasizing open space and revealing the industrial materials used in con-
struction, he helped define modern architecture. Born in Aachen, Germany, Mies 
spent the first half of his career in his native country. Mies quickly became a leading 
figure in the avant-garde life of Berlin and was widely respected in Europe for his 
innovative structures, including the Barcelona Pavilion.” - Mies Society

In 1938, Mies moved from Germany to 
America, and found his career in Chi-
cago as the director of Illinois Institute 
of Technology’s architectural program, 
a position he would hold until 1958. 
In 1940, Mies was commissioned to 
design IIT’s campus when the Armour 
Institute and Lewis Institute merged to 
form the school. This would prove to 
be one of Mies’ greatest works, as the 
campus is regularly recognized as being 
among the most important works in 
American architecture. 

There is, then, a sense of meaningful 
parallelism between VanderCook and 
IIT and their mutual relationship with 
Mies van der Rohe in that there is a 
shared historical richness. VanderCook 
has remained a constant force of excel-
lent music education throughout most 
of the 20th century, since its inception 
in 1909. It is fitting that VanderCook 
would have its first performance space 
in a building that has also travelled 
through the 20th century.

Source: Mies van der Rohe Society
miessociety.org 

When Dr. Keith Mardak was only eight 
years old, he began playing the accor-
dion. Unbeknownst to him, this was only 
the start of what would turn out to be an 
illustrious and productive career in the 
music industry. He has worked in many 
areas of the industry, as a teacher, as a 
musician, and, most significantly, as a 
music publisher. In 1970, Dr. Mardak 
joined the Hal Leonard Corporation, 
where he would play a critical role in 
the expansion of the company and now 
holds the position of Chairman and CEO. 

Today, the Hal Leonard catalog consists 
of more than 200,000 publications, cov-
ering a broad spectrum of printed music 
in all styles and levels, from beginner to 
professional.

In 2017, Dr. Mardak’s generosity to-
wards VanderCook reached an unprece-
dented level when he gave former 
president Dr. Charles T. Menghini a 
$2.5M pledge challenge: If VanderCook 
raised $2.5M, he would match it, dollar 
for dollar.
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About MIes van Der Rohe

“VanderCook is the leader in the preparation of music teachers,” said Mardak. “And 
that allows my gift to go where it will do the most good. Over the years, my work at 
the Hal Leonard Corporation has been widely supported by those in music education, 
and I want to help music education continue to flourish,” he said. “Hal Leonard has 
been, and still is, the leading publisher in the educational music market, and through 
this gift, I want to give back and say, ‘thank you.’”

About Dr. Keith Mardak



In November 2017, Keith Mardak, Chairman and CEO of the 
Hal Leonard Corporation, made a $2.5M pledge to Vander-
Cook to support the renovation of an iconic building designed 
by Mies van der Rohe on the Illinois Institute of Technology 
campus. This renovation is the second phase of the college’s 
capital campaign, Meet the Challenge. At the present time, 
the space includes the beautiful Dr. George A. Quinlan Sr. 
Recital Hall, and numerous practice rooms and rehearsal 
spaces. As of July 31, 2018, the following individuals have 
made a contribution to Phase II of Meet the Challenge. When 
completed, the performance hall will be the first in the col-
lege’s 109-year history.

Mary Vandenberg 

$500–999
Kristi Adams 
John Armato 
Bank of America 
 Charitable Foundation 
Ronald Christoph 
Kaye Clements 
Sharon Keehn 
Karl Maurer 
Music for All, Inc.
Nancy Sabaj 
Katherine Schultz 

$250–499 
Anne Gallery 
Steven Hansen 
Peter Pappas 
Stan Schoonover

$100–249
James Barnard
Stephanie (Wallace)      
  Becher
Nadine Boyd 
Debra Brubeck

$2.5 Million
Keith Mardak 

$250,000 and more
Hal Leonard 
Corporation  
Quinlan Family 
  George Quinlan Jr.
  Quinlan & Fabish Music Co.
  Cheryl Quinlan
  
$100,000–249,000
Dr. Mead Killion 

 

The MacArthur Foundation   
  (David Chernoff) 
David Mann 
Cindy Quinlan 
Frank Tsamoutales

$5,000–9,999
Raymond Spaeth 
Dr. Robert & Nancy 
  Spetzler
Nike Whitcomb 

$2,500–4,999
David Chernoff 
Chinatown Parking Corp.    
  (Raymond Lee)
Fidelity Charitable 
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal
 
$1,000–2,499
Joseph & Catherine Asher
City Club of Chicago
Kirk Graves 
Michael Heneghan
Dr. Yu-Sui Hung & Mr. 
  Khan Lowe     
Denny Senseney 

 

$50,000–99,999
Harris-Teller, Inc. 
 Jon Harris

$25,000–49,999
Dr. Charles & Wanda     
  Menghini 

$10,000–24,999
Daniel Bauer 
Barbara Beach 
John Huston
 

Capital Campaign: Phase II 
Meet the Challenge 
JANUARY 1, 2017 — PRESENT
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FUNDRAISING METER

Pledges

Received



Marjorie Pietkiewicz
Fred Plack 
Jennifer Popowitch
Mimi Rainen 
Kyle Rhoades
Bill Rife
Dr. Diana Schmück
Dale Schubert
Erin Steele 
Terrill Stumpf 
Cheryl Suwardi
Karla Thomas
Cynthia Tovar
Lisa Weathers Lord
Candy White
Sierra Willsey
Eric Woltman
Paul Woodson
Rhonda Wright 
Megan Zalokar

Special thanks to all who 
made a donation to Meet 
the Challenge in honor of Dr. 
Charles Menghini’s birthday!

John Climer 
Ed Colson 
Richard Coulter 
Richard Crain 
Emily Crocker 
Paul Decker
Charles Emmons 
Fred Engler 
Dennis Ewing 
Robert Good 
Burton Hable
William Henry 
Paige Hill
Michael Kamphuis
Ruth Lake 
Cheryl Lavender 
Corinne McCoy
Steven Michaels
Christopher Motogawa
Jessica Musgrave
Marcia Neel 
Darcy Nendza
Donna Novey
George Pierard
Mike Rankin

Michael Fiske 
Omar Fong-Bances
Sue G’sell 
Kristina Gomez
Abigail Hall
Brian Hardeman 
Bob Hoban 
Debbie Joiner Childress
Diane Kelly 
Jonathan Kirn 
Karen Kurtz 
M. Max McKee 
Cory Meals 
Melissa Menghini 
Jayme Morris-Hardeman
Jerri Moulder 
James Mullen 
Maria Navarrete
Brian North 
Edward Oberdieck
Nicole Oberg 
John Oelerich 
Tom Panici
Mary Jo Papich 
Margene Pappas

James Russell 
Alex Shapiro
Dr. Robert L. Sinclair
Robert Snell 
Camilla Stasa 
Kathy Svanascini 
Texas Music Festivals 
  Enterprises, Inc. 
Howard Tullman 
Cathleen Vano (Stranc) 
Eugene Weisman 
Roger White 
Marilea Zajec 

$99 and Under
Bugs Beddow 
Nancy Bieschke 
Bonnie Brown
Renée Burnett
Dr. Bonnie Campbell
Patrick Casey 
Michael Celmer
Albert Davis
Dave Einolf 
Chris Endecott
 

Every year, funds from the Great Teachers Scholarship Fund are awarded to talented young high 
school students with a passion for music and teaching who want to attend VanderCook. In nu-
merous instances, a scholarship from this fund has made the difference in determining whether 
or not a student will attend VanderCook. Generous donors either give directly to the pooled fund 
or to a named scholarship.

$25,000 and more
The Estate of Guy 
  Foreman in support of       
  the Guy Foreman 
  Memorial Scholarship

$10,000–$24,999
Keith Mardak in support of   
  the Keith Mardak
  Scholarship 
The Lagunitas Brewing    
  Co. in support of the   
  William Carroll Memorial  
  Scholarship 
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal 
  in support of the Maurice T.  
  & Ruth A. Rhodes       
  Scholarship for Wind    
  Players

$5,000–9,999
Mark & Dawn Deaton
Ruth Rhodes 
  in support of the Maurice T.   
  & Ruth A. Rhodes 
  Scholarship for Wind          
  Players

 
Scholarship Campaign 
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Great Teachers



Mary Yakas
 
$100–249
Duffie Adelson 
Georgia Alemis 
  in support of the Merle      
  Isaac String Scholarship
Jonathan Ball
Scott Barth  
Michael Brehmer
Charlene Curtis
Dr. Michael Davis in 
 support of the Alumni 
 Association Scholarship
Elizabeth Derr
Dixie Detgen in support of   
 the Armond & Ann 
 Menghini Scholarship 
Stacie Detgen
Peter Eisenberg 
Floyd Folio in support of    
the Victor Zajec 
 Memorial Scholarship
Cleophas Fulton
Guadalupe Garcia
George Hansen
Barry Kritzberg 
Kenneth Marx
Carol Matschullat
James Merola in support   of   
  the Victor Zajec
  Memorial Scholarship 
Donna Novey
Ron Pryble in support of    
  the Richard Brittain 
  Memorial Scholarship
Laurie Reinersten 
Earl Risch 
Joyce Robatcek
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal 
Scott Sasse in support of   
  the Lew & Gerry Schmidt   
  Scholarship 
Jeffrey Schneider
Don Siegrist in support of the  
  Wisconsin Alumni    
  Scholarship
Mary Anne Smith 
Ken Snoeck in support of   
  the Blake Wiener 
  Scholarship 
Sarah Spradley in support  
  of the Victor Zajec 
  Memorial Scholarship 

$99 and Under
Michelle Anderson 
Anonymous

Joseph Antonelli in support   
  of the Richard Brittain 
  Memorial Scholarship 
Jillian Bacon 
  In support of the Jacob H.   
  Bass Memorial 
  Scholarship 
Jordie Bartlett 
Leo Bedard
David Betke  
William Calkins
Susan Carlson 
  In support of the Kaye L.   
  Clements Flute Scholarship
Juana Chaidez 
Sarah Cifani
Rob DeLand
Patrick Dessent
Deborah DiSandro
Frank DiSimoni 
  In support of the Jacob H. 
  Bass Memorial 
  Scholarship 
Larry Douglas
David Eccles
Robin Engl
Garold Flach  
Cheryl Fluhler  
Michael Fogarty
Sue G’sell  
Krissy Gable  
Albert Gracz  
Sabrina Hammond 
Ty Hanson
Geoffrey Harman
Matthew Haverstock
Kurt Hoesly

Vicki Jones
Thomas Kinsella 
Gary Kleptach
Thomas Konieczny
Ronald Korbitz
Ruth Lake  
Linda Larson 
Stacey Larson Dolan
Ronald Lemm
Michael Leonas 
Richard Mannisto 
Corinne McCoy 
Kathleen McGrady
Gregor Meyer  
Dustin Molyneaux 
Guillermina Morales 
Ray Ostwald in support    
  of the Wisconsin Alumni  
  Scholarship
David Overton  
Socorro Perez
Yolanda Perez 
Dennis Resor
Kristi Reynolds 
Roger Schneider 
David & Sharon 
Schuman 
Sylvia Sinclair  
Samuel Slaman
Alexander Stuart
Walter Tarka  
Beray Thigpen 
Ronald Wellander
Rachel White  
Stephanie William 
Daniel Wilson
Samuel Wilson

$1,000–4,999
Carolyn Berghoff
Fidelity Charitable 
Fidelity Charitable 
  in support of the Lorraine   
  Quinlan Scholarship
Stephen Gilmore
Joseph Idaszak  
  in support of the Daniel  
  Tkach Memorial 
  Scholarship
The MacArthur Foundation
David Mann 
Joan Moore  
Cheryl Quinlan 
Doris Smith
White House of Music 
  Foundation in support of    
  the Keith Mardak 
  Scholarship 

$500–999
David Chernoff 
Kaye Clements 
  in support of the Kaye L.   
  Clements Flute Scholarship
Kim Coughlin 
Dental Consultants Inc., 
  in support of the Kevin  
  Lepper Scholarship
Harris-Teller, Inc. (Jon Harris)
John Huston  
Kevin Lepper  
Judson & Linda Miner 
Ron Pryble 
Kay Schaus  
Nancy Schuman 

$250–499
John Armato in support of   
  the Eddy & Patty Oyer
  Scholarship
Patrick Benson in support 
  of the Kevin Lepper 
  Scholarship 
Margaret Benson 
Charles Emmons 
Lonnie Haynes
Mark Jones in support 
  of  the Kaye L. Clements    
  Flute Scholarship
Laurence Neeb
Art Pahr 
Donna Palmer
George Pierard
Elinore Quander
Dr. Robert L. Sinclair 
Robert Vezzetti
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Gifts to the Share Your Passion campaign cover the operation-
al costs of delivering outstanding music teacher education 
to the present and future music teachers enrolled at Vander-
Cook College of Music. These gifts make day-to-day life at the 
college a reality.

$5,000–9,999
Rudolph Boone
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal

$1,000–4,999
Peter Berghoff
Bugles Across America,       
  NFP (Tom Day) in support  
  of Constitution Day 
Constance Donnelly
Jon Harris (Harris-Teller, Inc.)
The MacArthur Foundation
Rick Maurer
Donna Ogburn

$500–999
Cathy DeLanoy
Karl Maurer

$250–499
James Adelman
John Armato 
David Chernoff
Fidelity Charitable
Peter Pappas

 

Ray Phillips

$100–249
Amazonsmile.org
Dr. Allan and Linda Burke 
Sarah Dietzel
Scott Duff 
Wilbert Moss 
One Page Avenue (Ann 
  Ponder) in support of
  Samuel Schuman Fitness   
  Day 
Steven Zachar 
Richard Zogaib 

$99 and Under
Anonymous 
Adam Arents 
Matthew Chesner
Melinda Kellerstrass 
Alvin Lawson 
Joshua Neuenschwander
Dr. Robert L. Sinclair
Randall Szostek
Rachel White 
  

Share Your Passion
Annual Campaign
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Over 140 people attended A 
Night at the Pops on April 7, 
2018 in support of the cam-
paign to Meet the Challenge.

$2,500 and more
Lakeside Bank 
  (Stan Bochnowski)
Ruth Rhodes

$1,000–2,499
Michelle Anderson
Allan Burke 
Mark & Dawn Deaton
Liz Dunne 
Theodore & Joellen Gross
Sen. Mattie Hunter
The John & Joan D’Addario    
  Foundation, Inc.
Joseph Electronics
Brian Logan 
Karl Maurer
 

Dr. Charles Menghini
Judson & Linda Miner
Nike B. Whitcomb
  Associates., Inc. 
 (Nike Whitcomb)
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal
Mark Zajackowski

$500–999
Louis Alb 
Anonymous 
Baxter International
 Foundation
Carolyn Berghoff 
Etymotic Research, Inc. 
  (Dr. Mead Killion) 
Eugene Tkalitch &
 Associates, Ltd. (Eugene 
Tkalitch)
Harris-Teller, Inc. (Jon Harris)
Hub International 
  Midwest Ltd. 
  (Bryant Mincy) 
Herman Knoll

John Huston 
Mary Margaret Kahanic
Jane Lange 
Kelli Lange 
Richard Lehner 
Lisa & Victor Nemeroff 
  Foundation (Lisa Nemeroff) 
Elizabeth Martin
Gregor Meyer 
Yolanda Perez 
Gretchen Quintanar
James Russell 
Clare Sweet 
Rachel White 
Linda Wilson 

$100–249
Leigh Anderson 
Deborah Bachman
James Bair
Barbara Beach 
Bright Funds 
Dana Buetow 
Terri Cirar

 

LCM Architects 
  (Richard Lehner)
Michael Meagher 
James Moyta 
Music for All, Inc.
Peter & Nancy Nesti 
Quinlan & Fabish Music Co.   
   (George Quinlan Jr.)
Andrew Rosenthal
Raymond Spaeth 
Pamela Traversa 
Stanislaw & Halina Urbaniak

$250–499
Patrick Benson 
Dr. Bonnie Campbell
Jordan Chua
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP (John   
  Quinn)
Valerie DeVenuto
Katherine Dunne 
Dr. Najeem Gbadamosi
Dr. Yu-Sui & Khan Lowe    
  Hung

A Night at the Pops 
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Heather Colasanti 
Brenda Davis 
Mary Dawson 
Kate de Vries
Rob DeLand 
Michele Dileto 
Constance Donnelly
Linda Dunne 
Charles Emmons 
Alice Ericksen 
Carla Feinkind 
Kristen Gogol 
Carlo Govia 
Donna Greenfield 
Rachel Guethle
Danielle Hayes-Spada
Rebecca Hobart
Chris Keiser 
Susan Kelly
 

 

Nancy Schuman 
James Sears 
Camilla Stasa
Strings by Mail (Matt     
 Hathaway)
Michael Teolis
Dr. I-Hsuan Tsai 
Robert Vezzetti 
Angela Vonderohe
Andrew Wasserstrom
Michael Weise 
Nike Whitcomb 

$99 and Under
Alice Belmont
Michael Brehmer
Dr. Diane Deckert
Nick DeHenes 
Larry Douglas

Ken Kochman 
Theresa Kolody 
Ronald Korbitz
Margaret Lakins 
Stacey Larson Dolan
Susan Lent 
David Mann 
Laurel Mateyka 
Dawn Matthews 
Michael Miles 
Luke Moyta
Jean Munley 
Darrel Nonhof
Raul Ochoa
Matt & Lisa Palmisano
George Pierard
Jeffrey Sadowski 
Bettina Sailer 
Dr. Diana Schmück

Guadalupe Garcia
Grasso Graphics 
  (Bert Grasso)
Therese Krzyzaniak
Elizabeth Mallott 
Guillermina Morales
Frank Moy 
Socorro Perez 
I. Carmen Quintana
Daniel Rosenthal 
Samuel Slaman
Ken Snoeck 
Monica Soto 
Denisse Stanbery
Cheryl Suwardi
Walter Tarka 
La Bonney Taylor 
Thomas Wegesin 
Donna Wirth 
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Every year, VanderCook’s Board of Trustees sponsors a golf 
outing, held at the Links at Carillon in Plainfield, IL. This year 
all proceeds from the event were earmarked to Meet the 
Challenge.

$2,500 and more
Anonymous 
Eastman Music Company 
  (Qian Ni and 
  Saul Friedgood) 
Frank Tsamoutales

$1,000–2,499
Concord Marketing
 Solutions (Kirk Graves) 
Brian Hill 
Herman Knoll 
Lakeside Bank (Stan    
  Bochnowski)
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal 

$500–999
CT Corporation (Mark 
 Roswig)
De La Salle Institute 
 (Michael Senjanin)
Constance Donnelly

Gary Galassi
Bert Grasso
HDB LLC (Michael 
  Mauer)
The Huntington National     
  Bank (Chris Sweetland) 
John Huston
Illinois Institute of 
  Technology (Dr. Alan       
  Cramb)
KHS America, Inc. (Tabor  
 Stamper)
Lucid Audio LLC 
Maher Publications, Inc.     
  (Frank Alkyer)
Yamaha Corporation of   
America (Chris 
  Dolson) 

$250–499
Steven Bader
Barbara Beach 

David Chernoff
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP      
  (John Quinn) 
Conn-Selmer, Inc. (John      
  Creachbaum) 
Dansr, Inc. (Gary Winder)
Ray DeVries 
Joan Eagle 
Tom Fox 
Harris-Teller, Inc. (Jon     
  Harris)
Kevin Lepper 
David Mann 
Dr. Charles Menghini
Quinlan & Fabish Music Co.  
  (George Quinlan Jr.)
Don Schmitt 
Raymond Spaeth 
Alan Szafranski 
VanderCook Alumni 
 Association

$100–249
Brandon Crawford
J. William Gross 
Larry Henry
Ron Jania 

Corinne McCoy 
Michael Munley
Dan Norton 
Ted Piechocinski 
Rocky Pintozzi 
Rob Scott 
Michael Teolis 

$99 and Under
The Bank of America     
  Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Jami Brighty 
David Crowell 
Chris Dolson 
David Eccles 
Brandon Estes
Michael Fogarty
Adam Hill 
Christopher Manley
William Martino 
Karl Maurer 
David Vanderbroek

TrusTEE Golf Outing
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June 14, 2018

Fun Fact: VanderCook 
ranked in the Top 5 of
Music School Central’s
Best Hidden Gem Music 
Schools.



Maury Rhodes was a grad-
uate of VanderCook Col-
lege of Music, husband of 
esteemed faculty member 
Ruth Rhodes, and employee 
of Quinlan & Fabish Music 
Company. Trustee George 
Quinlan established this an-
nual golf outing in his honor. 
All proceeds support either 
the Maury Rhodes Band & 
Orchestra Library, or, most 
recently, the campaign to 
Meet the Challenge.

Hal Leonard Corporation   
  (Trish Dulka)
Harris-Teller, Inc.
   (Jon Harris)
Hobson Heating & Cooling,  
  Inc. (Owen Huizenga)
Howard Core Company LLC  
  (Alex Weidner)
KHS America, Inc. 
  (Tabor Stamper)
Neil A. Kjos Company 
  (Mark Kjos)
Network Management     
  Group, Inc.
Pearl Drums 
Remo, Inc. 
  (Brock Kaericher)
Ruth Rhodes
Sabian 
Steven Schermerhorn
Scribes, Inc. 
  (Jim Finnegan)
Tri-Technical Systems, Inc.  
  (Paul Alton)
US Band & Orchestra 
  Supplies, Inc.

$1,000 and more
Anonymous 
Peter Berghoff 
 
$250–999
A.R.M. & Associates
American Way Marketing
Anthem Musical 
  Instruments Inc. (Dave 
  Kilkenny)
 

Arcos Brasil LLC 
  (Vito Vissicaro)
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Buffet Group USA
Cannonball Musical 
  Instruments 
  (Sheryl Laukat) 
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 
  (John  Quinn) 
D’Addario & Company, Inc.   
  (John D’Addario) 
Dansr, Inc. (Gary Winder)
Director’s Showcase 
  International (Jeff Dyson)
Douglas Commons Partners
Eastman Music Company   
  (Saul Friedgood) 
Etymotic Research, Inc. 
  (Dr. Mead Killion) 
Gemeinhardt Musical 
  Instruments LLC
GIA Publications, Inc. 
  (Alec Harris)
Grasso Graphics 
  (Bert Grasso)

VanderCook Alumni 
  Association
West Music Company, Inc.
West Suburban Bank     
  (Mike Abbatacola)
Yamaha Corporation of     
  America (Chris Dolson)
Zeigler Auto Group

$100–249
Kevin Meehan 

$99 and Under 
Gerald Brown 
Chris Dolson 
Herman Knoll
Douglas McElhaney
Madaline Meyers
David Pope

JULY 12, 2018
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Ruth and Maury Rhodes

Maury Rhodes Golf Classic

Fun Fact: VanderCook 
was ranked #3 for the Best 
Music Teacher Education 
College in Illinois by 
University.com



Many thanks to those who ran in the 2017 Bank of
America Marathon on behalf of VanderCook, and the donors 
who supported them.

Runners
Matt Anderson 
Melissa Anderson
Lauren Erickson 
Joe Keppel 
Erin Loescher
Stephanie Lopez
Chuck Sommers
Brittany & David 
 Wedeking 

$250–499
Joe Keppel 
Erin Loescher
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal
Brittany Wedeking 

$100–249
Anonymous 
Elizabeth Direnzo 
McKenna Metcalf 
Sarah Porretta
Michael Powers 
Navneet Singh 
Susan Sulkowski 
Rhea Trezise

$99 and Under
Michelle Anderson 
Patrick Benson
Susan Bormann 
Teri Burrier 
Sarah Butler
Mark Camarena
 

 

Many thanks to those who ran through the streets of Chicago  
celebrating the arrival of spring 2018 while running for Vander-
Cook. They raised over $800 from the donors listed below.

Kevin Boyle
Marianne Boyle 
Dr. Bonnie Campbell
Rob DeLand 
Michael Frazier
Cindy Hides 
Vicki Jones 
Stacey Larson Dolan 
Rick Malik 
Gregor Meyer
Barbara Munsell
Kristi Reynolds
Eric Sauerman
Monica Soto 
Robyn Watt 
Rachel White

Runners
Erica Anderson 
Michelle Anderson 
Josh Breen 
Kevin Boyle

$100–250
Chicago Event 
  Management, Inc.
Brian Logan
Laurie Reinersten
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal

$99 and Under
Michelle Anderson
David Boehler
Brandon Boyle

York Chan 
Jerry Cooper 
Neil Couturier 
Shannon Daddezio 
Rob DeLand
Jennifer Dierolf 
Amy Dinklenburg
Christina Dippold 
Lisa Dretske 
Wayde Fong
Dave Friederich
Ksenia Gorinshteyn 
Sarah Gschwind 
Dr. Michael Hall
Kristen Hanna (Kudert) 
Benjamin Hawley 
Dion Heintz 
Stacy Jovanoski 
Meredith Katsu
Dan Koch 
Erin Loescher
Laura Loescher 
Paul Lonis 
Paul Ludwig 
Erin Mahr 
Rick Malik 
Bailey Martin 
Sara McCaffrey 
Laura Moninski 
Maria Navarrete
Mark Neault 
Karen Payne 
Courtney Quinn 
William Rowland 

 

Bank of America 
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Shamrock Shuffle

Erika Saltzman
Dr. Leah Schuman
Joseph Sommers 
Mary-Christine Stingley

Nyle Taylor
Amy Ungemach 
Michael Vega 
Stephen Vowles

Bank of America 



$10,000 and more
Anthony Magee

$2,500–4,999
Rebecca Little  

$1,000–2,499
Anonymous 
Bob Rogers Travel 
  (Todd Rogers) 
The Boeing Company 
Drew Dammeier 
Mark & Dawn Deaton 
Grant Dixton
The Lagunitas Brewing Co.
Eleanor Logan  
Joon Oh  
Todd Rogers

$500–999
Allan Burke
Liz Dunne  
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal 
 

Vicki Schauer  
Nancy Schuman 

$250–499
Louis Alb  
Patrick Benson 
Natalie Birk  
John Huston  
David Just  
Diana Liu  
Brian Logan
Laura Moninski  
The Williams Family

$100–249
Beth Anne 
  Ausenehmer 
Jill Bishop 
Spiro Bolos
Lisa Bradley  
Mason Cole  
Ben Dahlke 
Mark Daugherty
  

By providing high quality musical instruments and expert instruction to underserved students in grades 5-8, One City strives to A) 
expand educational access for children and families from the Bronzeville and Englewood neighborhoods on Chicago’s south side; 
B) build stronger connections between VanderCook College of Music and the surrounding communities; C) keep the rich musical 
heritage of Bronzeville alive, where the likes of Louis Armstrong, Nat “King” Cole, Mahalia Jackson and Muddy Waters once lived 
and performed; and D) provide valuable teaching experience under master teaching mentors to collegiate-level music education 
students at VanderCook College of Music. We thank all donors listed below for their genorosity and support. 

Sarah Dietzel  
Scott Kaplan  
Susan Kelly 
Michael Kinsella 
Dr. Raymond Kruper 
Frank Lestina 
Kimberly Lichtenberger 
Joseph & Marcia Liss 
Michael Malek
Karl Maurer
Michael Moninski 
John Newman  
Timothy Piatek  
Betty Quigley 
Quinlan & Fabish Music Co.   
  (George Quinlan Jr.) 
George Quinlan Jr.
Ruth Rhodes
Dr. Leah Schuman
Irene Shewchuk  
Teanna Tran  
Kelly Wherley  
Nike Whitcomb

$99 and Under
Kate Alpert  
Ellen & Ken Anderson 
Michelle Anderson
David Andrews  
Togai & SohYoon Atac 
Rus BassEhler  
Peter Berghoff  
Kevin Binkley 
Frank Blackman  
Christine Boye  
Joseph Cacchione 
Leo Castillo  
Kristopher Chandler
Giovanni Clarke
Austin Cooper
Chelsie Coren  
Jennifer Cortese 
Travis Cuckler
Ryan Cull  
Michael Curran  
John de Koker  
Alexis Dixon
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Meredith Katsu 
Martha Keller  
Lina Khalil  
Robert Klaus  
Bill & Monica Kort 
Scott Kron
Thomas Kucharski 
Lakeside Bank 
  (Robert Hollis)
Jennifer Laminack
Stacey Larson Dolan
Kevin Lepper  
Kim Lipscomb 
Carmen Londono 
Grant Longenbaugh 
Xinyu Ma  
Jessica Maciejewski
Beth Maksym
Mike Maksym 
David Mann  
Surinder Martignetti 
Chad Martin  

Stuart Schwartz 
Joel Shapiro
Brian Smith
Elaine Smith  
Guliz Sonmez  
Adriana Soto  
Gayle Spinazze  
Andy Steckling
Carol Steckling  
Sarah Struebing 
Aaryn Thompson 
Andrew Thompson 
Veronica Tonus  
Gianna Tyrrell
Joel Tyrrell  
Claire Urbaszewski 
Michelle Waymire
Nick Waymire
Chris Witherow  
James Yakas  
Dana Yala
Danielle Zimmerman

Thank you to the graduating class for raising $5,509.43 in support of VanderCook’s One City 
Music Program, which now serves 40 fifth and sixth grade students every Saturday morning at 
VanderCook.

$1,000 and more
Anonymous 
VanderCook Alumni 
  Association

$250–499
Michael Goldberg 
Connie Kent 
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal
Jonathan Wittig 
 

Emily Dykema  
Alexandra Eidenberg 
Eric Elker  
Max Feld  
Janine Gajewski 
Mario Garcia  
Sergio Garcia
Fleville Giroux  
Kaitlin Glauber
Danielle Goodman 
Elizabeth Gregg  
Melissa Grimes  
Aylin Guven Andrews 
Danielle Hayes-Spada 
John Healy  
Jennifer Hill  
Jason Hogue
Rico Howard  
Vincent Inendino 
Bryan Itzkowitz 
Daphne Jin
Christa Jones  
Dwayne Karateew

Rees Mason
Val Matchus  
Gregor Meyer  
Guillermina Morales 
Frank Moy  
Ry Muehling  
Neha Myers  
Socorro Perez  
Richard & Chiffon Perry 
Kris Peterson  
Jennifer Pham  
Ralph Pugh  
Kristin Rankin  
Manuel Reyes
Edward Richardson 
Dr. James Rosenthal 
James Russell 
Safa Sabanovic  
Mitra Sadrameli 
Massi Sadri
Kelsey Schauer  
Amanda Schrader

$100–249
Peg Armstrong-Gustafson
Alexandria Baxmeyer
Patricia Berg 
Amy Brockman 
Abby Brummel 
Elizabeth Buchanan
Marisa Crater 
Mark & Dawn Deaton
Patricia Doctor

Nike Whitcomb 
Christine Wyatt

$99 and Under
Vagif Babayev 
Andrew Beckwith
Peter Berghoff 
Brian Birch 
Sarah Birdsall 
Frank Blackman 
Jenna Blayney 
Anna Maria Brown
Meagan Brummel
Allison Buettner
Dr. Bonnie Campbell
Phillip Carter 
Agustina Cedraschi
Kristopher Chandler
Victoria Childress
Ben Dahlke 
Andrew Davenport
Rob DeLand
Megan Drahos
Emily Dykema 
Eric Elker 
Lisa Fredenburg 
James Gornick
Kali Granzow 
Caitlin Grubbe
Daniel Hammond
Theodore Hattan
Ryan Henry
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David Eccles 
Donna Hogue 
Janis Katsu 
Daniel Kent 
Joe Kulick 
Jon Peterson 
Natlie Rauworth
Lauretta Sterner
Chris Vanderwall 
Barbara Waymire

Graduate Class FUndraiser



Marissa Hughes 
David Hutter
Christa Jones 
Brian Jozwiak 
Meredith Katsu
Michael Keller
Robert Kelly
Jennifer Laminack
Jonathan Luk 
Tracey Lukritz

Jori Pulver-Settler
Jenna Purcell 
Ruth Rhodes 
Joseph Ridenour
Vanessa Ruesch 
Amanda Schrader
Dr. Leah Schuman
Joel Shapiro
Paige Smith
Monica Soto

Matthew Turek 
Gianna Tyrrell 
Joel Tyrrell 
Jeffrey Ventres
Becca Waymire 
Josh Waymire
Michelle Waymire 
Nick Waymire
Korben Wilson 
Christie Zimmerman

Students today enjoy the benefits of our partially renovated second building, including the Dr. George A. Quinlan Sr. Recital 
Hall, teaching studios, practice rooms, a Green Room and rehearsal studios. The work on Phase I is done but gifts and pledges 
continue to help pay for the cost of the construction loan taken out to build this space.

Elizabeth Maksym
Chad Martin 
David Mateyka 
Joseph Mitchell
Ry Muehling 
Sean Newman
Scott Oliver 
Robert Olson 
Socorro Perez 
Kris Peterson

$100,000 and more 
Eastman Music Company       
  (Saul Friedgood) 
Grasso Graphics
  (Bert Grasso)
Lawrence Helstern 
Illinois Board of Higher    
  Education

$25,000–49,999
Chinatown Parking Corp.   
  (Raymond Lee)
CN (Karen Bourlaug Phillips)
Department of Commerce &  
  Economic Opportunity of  
  the State of Illinois

Dr. Charles Menghini
Lewis & Geraldine    
  Schmidt

$50,000–99,999
Etymotic Research, Inc. 
  (Dr. Mead Killion)
 

Christopher Motogawa
Drs. Roseanne & James     
  Rosenthal
Geraldine Schmidt
Raymond Spaeth 

Capital Campaign: Phase 1
Inspire. Build. Sustain
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$1,000–2,499
The American Gift Fund
Carolyn Berghoff 
Peter Berghoff
City Club of Chicago
Charles Emmons 
Elizabeth Fama 
Charles Freiberger
Amy Hendriks
Glenn Holtz 
Clarmarie Keenan 
Diane Kelly 
Joseph Longo 
Mark Morse
Steven & Darcy Nendza
The New Horizons 
  Band of Elkhart 
  (Karen Wesdorp) 
Richard & Amy Palese
Virginia Piljac 
Karen Pintozzi 
Nancy Schuman 
Larry Shivers
Dr. Robert L. Sinclair
Herman Smith
Donald Stinson

Cynthia Tovar
UPS (La Rue Martin Jr.)
Vanguard Tours, Inc.
  (Bob Reich)
Gordon Warren
Patricia Zawistowski 

$500–999
Joan Abrams 
Michelle Anderson
Barbara Beach 
Bechstein Construction      
  Corporation
  (Barbara Bechstein)
Margaret Benson 
CNA 
David Eccles
Eugene Tkalitch & 
  Associates, Ltd. 
  (Eugene Tkalitch)
Kenneth Fries 
John Hansen
Duane Johnson 
Brock Kaericher 
Elena Kolganova
Justin Kvedaras

$10,000–24,999
John Armato
Thomas Drake
Harris-Teller, Inc. 
  (Jon Harris)
John Huston 
David Mann 
Robert Reich
The Midwest Clinic 
  (Anna Collinge)
Robert Vezzetti 

$5,000–9,999
The Brackthorn Foundation
CME Group 
  (Terrence Duffy)
George Colakovic
Steve Colson 
Comcast Corporation
Constance Donnelly
Jon Harris 
Lithotype Company, Inc.
Martha Norman 
Susan Perry 
George Quinlan Jr.

$2,500–4,999
Joseph & Catherine Asher
Carlos Ayento
Remo Belli
Patrick Benson
Ann Betz
Jean Brainerd
James Clark
Rebecca Clark
Kim Coughlin
Wayne Crook
Leonard Cutler 
Michael Dawson
Joel DeFayette
Cathy DeLanoy
Scott Duff
FirstMerit Bank
   (Richard Serna)
Paul Flinchbaugh
GIA Publications, Inc. 
  (Alec Harris)
John R. Wright & Eloise     
  Mountain 
The Wright Foundation 
  (Suzanne Cutler)
Anthony G. Kidonakis
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Kevin Lepper 
Sophia Madana 
Rick Malik 
Joseph Martorano 
Donna Ogburn 
Karen Oldenburg
Ken Pavett 
Charles Rzeszutko 
Emily Smith 
Michael Tomasek 
Sandra von Valtier 
Karen Winget  

$250–499
Steve Arendt
Dr. Bonnie Campbell
Dollard Carey
Paul Decker 
Paula Deutsch Mueller
Terrence DiLuciano
Virginia Dugan
Peter Eisenberg
Dennis Ewing
Peter Frasso Jr. 
Alan Freint
Aaron Good
Larry Henry
Herman Knoll
Ronald Korbitz
Louis Kosiba
Karen Kralj Winget
Mary Ann Krupa
Stacey Larson Dolan

Lisa & Victor Nemeroff      
  Foundation 
  (Lisa Nemeroff)
Stephanie Lopez
Glen Lunde 
Kenneth Marx 
Gregor Meyer
Steven Michaels 
Michael Morse
Wilbert Moss
Jean Munley
Paul Pessis
Michael Raplinger
Dennis Resor 
Lance Schulz
Richard Seeman
Camilla Stasa
Mary-Christine Stingley
Dr. I-Hsuan Tsai
Peter Wagner
Rachel White
Adrian Zeglin

$100–249
Duffie Adelson 
Advantas Consulting LLC   
  (Seth Cooper)
Archer Window Cleaning   
  (Jack Paluch)
Christopher Aust
Lori Barwick 
Lashaina Bebley 
Barbara Bechstein

Jeanne Becker 
Lindsey Boyette 
Douglas Bradley 
Michael Brehmer 
Mary Buoscio 
Myra Burgess 
William Byrnes 
Angelo Capozio 
Elisabeth Cherland
Erica Chianelli 
Andrew Chybowski
Clear Staff, Inc.
CNC Landscapes, Inc. 
  (Chad Uthe)
Richard Coulter 
Sirena Covington 
E. Craven 
Kimberly Danlow 
Elizabeth Davis 
Rob DeLand
M. Dempsey 
Dixie Detgen 
Stacie Detgen 
J. Donnan 
A. Durkin 
Robin Engl
John Erickson 
Blake Exline 
Rick Exline 
Floyd Foli
Wayde Fong 
Meghan Fulton
Jack Gallo
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The Glass Lass 
Thomas Goodwin 
Michael Gorski 
S. Grace-Velarde 
Greg Grasso 
Grasso Graphics 
  (Patricia Grasso)
Mark Grauer
Arcadio Guajardo
Dr. Michael Hall 
George Hansen
Patrick Hayes 
Gayle Heatherington
Delyle Henschel 
Elmer Hinkle 
Curtis Hollinger 
Dr. Yu-Sui & Khan 
  Lowe Hung
Illinois Institute of Tech-
  nology (Colette Porter) 
G. Joria 
Stephanie Kalka
Melinda Kellerstrass
Terence Khuu 
Christine Kirby 
The Kirkland & Ellis Foun-     
  dation (Beth Beatty) 
Paula Kowalkowski
David Krubsack
Matthew Kurinsky 
Kurland Insurance 
  Agency (Charles Kurland)
C. Lerch 



John Lillethun
Brian Logan 
Richard Lukacek 
Anthony Marmo 
Carol Matschullat 
Sharon McCaffrey 
Leonard McGee
Daniel Monahan
Mary Moskwa 
Jessica Musgrave
M. Nagle 
Laxmeesh Nayak 
Carol Nendza
Darcy Nendza
Darrel Nonhof
Donna Novey
Mark O’Hara
Rosa Oseguera-Lohr
Gino Pacetti
Donna Palmer 
Leo Park
Richard Pettibone
Ray Phillips
Joseph Pluth 
Angela Presutti Korbitz
Prime Label & Packaging
Steven Pyter
William Ralston
Eric Rauch
Howard Reisler 
Michael Riffey 
Joyce Robatcek 
Richard Rollo
William Rowland 
Rolan Ruby 
Keith Ruelle 
Regina Russell 
Edward Sambol 
Richard Schiewe 
Art Schroeder
Dr. Leah Schuman 
Seaway Bank & Trust 
  Company (Amanda       
  Askew) 
Jason Shea
Robert Snell 
Sarah Spradley
State Farm Companies 
Foundation
Becky Stranges
Douglas Terhune
Marcus Turner 
Carol Von Lehe
J. Von Lehe
Cindy Warren 
Kyle Weirich
Mary Wilson
Rudy Wilson
Lorraine Wistrom
Paul Woodson

T. Wulf 
Garret Zubok 

$99 and Under
All-Guard Auto Alarms, Inc.    
  (Bob Cozza) 
Mark Allard
Joseph Antonelli
Alex Bakalet
D. Bawrker-Kortas 
Leo Bedard 
Thomas Beranek 
Elliott Berger 
Jola Bernard 
Paul Boelkins 
Debbie Boivin 
Alexis Bourke 
R. Bray 
Christopher Bucaro
Sabrina Buddle 
Judith Burke 
Kenneth Calvin 
Matthew Chesner
Kaye Clements 
S. Conckus 
Ami Cortes 
Rhonda Cracco 
Richard Cullen 
Paul Cypranowski 
Patricia Depcik 
Patrick Dessent 
Larry Douglas
Leslie Drew 
B. Durkin
Michael Eagan
F. Ewing 
Clifford Exline 
David Farquhar
Sheila Felder 
Jennifer Filipiak 
Stephanie Fitzpatrick
Jaclyn Fondren 
Racquel Frisella
Sue G’sell 
Regina Gallo 
Regina Gibbons
Dr. Julie Goldberg 
Warren Goldsand 
Sara Good 
Daniel Gordon
Salvatore Grasso
Sharon Grasso 
Waleed Haddad 
Abigail Hall
Kermit Harness
Rob Heil 
Dianne Henschen 
Thomas Henschen
Danielle Heppner
Richard Hickam

Donald Hilbert 
Kurt Hoesly
Jack Horsch 
Phoebe House 
Brian Jacobi  
Thomas Jesse
Patricia Joria 
Debra Jupka 
Ronda Jurgel 
Debora Katauskas
Marilyn Keblusek 
Marietta Ken Taylor
Thomas Kinsella 
Laura Klabunde
Thomas Konieczny
Dorothy Konstanty
Henry Konstanty 
Barry Kritzberg 
M. Kruse
Therese Krzyzaniak
Beverly Kurth 
Robert Lambert 
Stephen Larson
G. Libby 
C. Liptak 
Timothy Loest 
M. Lulich 
Rebecca Mallon 
F. Manna 
B. Manzke 
Julie Marshall
Rodney Matthews
Marie McGuckin 
Michael Miles 
L. Miniet
Mavis Morel 
Susan Morrison
Ann Mullman 
Sean O’Neill
Edward Oberdieck
Phillip Olazaba 
Anne Oldenburg 
Sandy Olson 
David Overton
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D. Paarlberg
Art Pahr
Socorro Perez 
Ray Perison 
Marjorie Pietkiewicz
A. Pintozzi 
Nancy Plantinga
Julieanna Pomian 
  (Charron) 
Lauren Pruter
Sarah Reckmeyer 
Roberta Rubinson
Marjorie Ruffolo 
Aaron Russell 
Nicholas Russell 
Sean Russell
Theresa Rzeszutko 
A. Saju 
T. Santo 
Gerald Schiera 
Julie Schupple
Renee Serritella
Don Siegrist 
Chad Smith
Jessica Smith 
John Storiz 
Michael Sundling
Cheryl Suwardi 
Nancy Swantek
Randall Szostek 
Walter Tarka 
Christine Teranto 
Arthur Theil 
Dominic Thompson
Janice Vranicar
Anita Walker 
Mary Waters
Danny Wilson 
Harriet Wilson Ellis
J. Winbland 
R. Winiarski 
D. Wychicki 
Roy Young 
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Our Strategic Intiatives
Advance the quality, relevance and tradition of 
VanderCook’s curricula to expand its reputation 
as a leader in music education.

CULTURE & Cultivate and sustain a vibrant and welcoming 
educational community at VanderCook.COMMUNITY

ACADEMICS 
& INNOVATION

AWARENESS Establish VanderCook as the music education 
school of choice.

Attract, inspire and retain faculty, staff, administrators 
and trustees who embrace VanderCook’s vision and values 
by being a catalyst for creativity, leadership, collaboration 
and lifelong professional development.

LEADERSHIP

Enhance VanderCook’s sustainability through financial
 discipline, strategic planning, prudent investments, 
cultivation of major grants and donors, and effective 
stewardship of the college’s reputation and resources.

STEWARDSHIP

Honorary Doctorates
May 2016
Cheryl Ann Lavender

July 2015
James D’Addario
John D’Addario Jr.

July 2014
Michael H. Balter

May 2014
Freddy William Martin

July 2013
James T. Rohner

July 2018
Maurice Stanley Backun

May 2018
Frank J. Lestina
Donald Wayne Shupe

July 2017
Irwin E. Berg

May 2017
Richard Charles Crain

July 2016
Richard D. Young

May 2013
Paula A. Crider
John L. Whitwell

July 2012
Joseph M. Lamond

May 2012
Gregory Lawrence Bimm

July 2011
Edward J. Harris
Michael L. Harris

May 2011
Robert B. Vezzetti

July 2010
Everett J. “Vic” Firth
 
May 2010
Ray E. Cramer
 
July 2009
Qian Ni
 
May 2009 
Himie Voxman
David A. Wells

For a complete list of 
recipients, head to 
vandercook.edu/about/
honorary-doctorates/
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THe MIDwest clinic
VANDERCOOK COLLEGE OF 
MUSIC’S SYMPHONIC BAND 
AT THE MIDWEST CLINIC IS 
A 72-YEAR-OLD TRADITION
Having co-founded the Midwest Clinic 
in 1946, VanderCook is the only insti-
tution that has been invited to perform 
every year. “For a lot of directors, it’s 
not Christmas without Midwest,” says 
VanderCook’s Undergraduate Dean, 
Stacey Larson Dolan. Dolan has con-
ducted the college’s band every year 
since 2004, and has personally attend-
ed every clinic since 1992. 

Guest conductors of the VanderCook 
band reads like a Who’s Who of the 
band world. Forrest L. Buchtel con-
ducted the band at Midwest 18 times 
over the course of his relationship 
with the college. Paul Yoder and Victor 
Zajec each conducted 17 times, while 
VanderCook co-founder H.E. Nutt 
conducted 13 times. Composers Lucien 
Cailliet and Alfred Reed both conducted 
11 times each, often conducting their 
own compositions. Reed, in fact, com-
posed “Viva Musica” for the Vander-
Cook band, which they premiered with 
Reed conducting at the 1983 clinic. The 
record-holder is VanderCook’s Pres-
ident Emeritus Dr. Charles Menghini, 
who led the band at 22 clinics. 

Other esteemed composers and 
conductors have led the VanderCook 
band at Midwest, including  Frederick 
Fennell, Vaclav Nelhybel, Harry Begian, 
Merle Isaac, H. Robert Reynolds, Thom-
as Fabish, Toshio Akiyama, William Ow-
ens, Eric Whitacre, William Revelli, Gary 
Green, Richard Brittain, Craig Kirchhoff, 
Allan McMurray, Frank Ticheli, Brian 
Balmages and Johan de Meij. 

H.E. Nutt was a pivotal figure for both 
organizations. He not only co-found-
ed the college together with Hale A. 
VanderCook, but also organized the first 
gathering that would become the Mid-
west Clinic with Neil A. Kjos and Howard 
Lyons. In addition to conducting the 
VanderCook band, Nutt had presented 
46 clinics during his lifetime.

The VanderCook band has also wel-
comed a number of performing artists 
as guest soloists at the clinic, including 
jazz drummer Louis Bellson, trumpet-
er and bandleader Doc Severinsen, 
saxophonist Sigurd Rascher, trombonist 
Alan Raph, flautists Julian Baker and 
Jim Walker, clarinetist John Bruce Yeh, 
trumpeter Allen Vizzutti, and the Boston 
Brass ensemble.  

VanderCook students also work during 
the clinic as stage hands and ushers, a 
tradition that has endured since the 

first Midwest Clinic in 1946. They have 
earned the nickname “the Blue Vests” 
for their distinctive uniforms, and the 
experience they get is “incomparable,” 
according to Dolan. “They get a first-
hand behind-the scenes view of the 
largest convention in Chicago.” 

Performances by the VanderCook band 
have been a highlight of the clinic for 
many attendees, and even within the 
college there are numerous moments 
that stand out above the rest. Freddy 
Martin conducted Vivaldi’s Concerto 
in B-Flat in 2006, with his sons Chris-
topher (now principal trumpeter of the 
New York Philharmonic) and Michael 
(now with the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra) both guesting on trumpet. 
In 2009, Frank Ticheli conducted his 
piece Angels in the Architecture with 
VanderCook vocal instructor Angela 
Presutti Korbitz soloing, a performance 
that left many audience members 
moved to tears.

For Dolan, the memory that stands 
out most is when H. Robert  Reynolds 
rehearsed with the band in 2015. “He 
just ignited on the podium,” she recalls. 
“He became a 24-year-old in front of 
our eyes. Everyone in the ensemble felt 
it. It was a study in conducting in 30 
minutes.” 

Text by Gregor Meyer




